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Abstract
In this presentation, I talk about the premise and potential of Open Access publishing for a
distributed community of scholars. This presentation was made in Twenty Ninth International
Conference on Information Systems, Paris 2008, as part of a panel on "Open Access
Publishing and the Future of Information Systems Research." The panel description is
available in ICIS 2008 Proceedings at: http://aisel.aisnet.org/icis2008/126/ and the other
presentations are available through the following: http://sprouts.aisnet.org/8-35/
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OA to the peer reviewed journal literature

• Direct Open Access
– Published as OA from the start

– Delayed OA

– Article Specific Open Access

• Copies available OA on the web
– Author’s home pages

– Institutional repositories

– Subject-based repositories
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How Open Access journals emerge

• New OA journals are founded
– Individual efforts (ITcon, First Monday ...)

– Non-profit Publishers (PLoS)

– Commercial Publishers (BioMedCentral)

• Gradual change via ”Open Choice”

• Existing journals ”flip” business model
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OA Journals without charges

• Neither reader nor 
author charges

• OJS Open Source 
platform common

• Usually born digital

• seldom ISI indexed
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OA journals financed with author 
charges

• Author charge 2850 USD

• Impact Factor 13,5

• (No 1 of 71 Biology 
journals)

• Submission to publishing 
time 6 months
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Article Specific Open Access

• Knowledge and 
Information Systems

• Springer Open 
Choice = 3000 USD

• Single article open in 
otherwise restricted 
access journal
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All journals in a field flip model at the 
same time !!
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Percentage OA journals of all newly 
founded scientific journals
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Repository overview
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Disciplinary Repositories and the 
article lifecycle

• Preprint
– Submitted manuscript

– Working paper

• Postprint, personal version

• Postprint, publishers 
copyedited version

arXiv.org
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Example disciplinary repository
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Copyright – the filter between journals and 
green OA

• Copyright policy of Palgrave McMillan, publisher 
of the European Journal of Information Systems,
allows OA posting

– of the version accepted for publication, following peer review, 
but prior to copy-editing by the publisher

– on the author’s own website or his institution's or funding body's 
online repository/archive

– must be delayed until 24 months after first online publication 
– must be clearly identified as the author's post-peer-review, pre- 

copy-edit version and 
– a link must be provided to the definitive, published version on

the journal’s web site.
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What does this mean in practice?

• Personal version 
can be posted in 
December 2008
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OA situation for 2006 articles

• Direct Open Access = 8,1 %
– Published as OA from the start ( 4,6 %)

– Delayed OA ( 3,5 %)

– Article Specific Open Access (< 0,1 %)

• Copies available OA on the web 11,2 %
– Author’s home pages 

– Institutional repositories

– Subject-based repositories
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OA situation in IS

• Half a dozen OA journals but not from the top tier

– Austral-Asian Journal of Information Systems
– Electronic Journal of Information Systems Evaluation
– The Electronic Journal of Information Systems in Developing Countries
– IBM Systems Journal
– International Journal of Interoperability in Business Information Systems
– Journal of Information, Information Technology and Organizations
– Journal of Theoretical and Applied Electronic Commerce Research

• Publishers of top IS journals have rather restrictive 
copyright rules concerning repository copies
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For more information see

• http://www.oacs.shh.fi/publications.html

• http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm
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END
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