Association for Information Systems

AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL)

AMCIS 2023 TREOs TREO Papers

8-10-2023

Dummying of Students? From the Internet to ChatGPT

A. K. Aggarwal
University of Baltimore, aaggarwal@ubalt.edu

Cong Zhang
University of Baltimore, czhang@ubalt.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2023

Recommended Citation

Aggarwal, A. K. and Zhang, Cong, "Dummying of Students? From the Internet to ChatGPT" (2023). AMCIS
2023 TREOs. 36.

https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2023/36

This material is brought to you by the TREO Papers at AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL). It has been accepted for
inclusion in AMCIS 2023 TREOs by an authorized administrator of AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL). For more
information, please contact elibrary@aisnet.org.


https://aisel.aisnet.org/
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2023
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2023?utm_source=aisel.aisnet.org%2Ftreos_amcis2023%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2023/36?utm_source=aisel.aisnet.org%2Ftreos_amcis2023%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:elibrary@aisnet.org%3E

Dummying of Students? From the Internet to
ChatGPT

TREO Talk Paper
Anil K. Aggarwal Cong Zhang
Merrick School of Business Merrick School of Business
University of Baltimore University of Baltimore
Baltimore, MD 21202 Baltimore, MD 21202
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Abstract

As technology advances, more and more Al-based products are emerging, creating both opportunities and
havoc in academia. In the early 9os, when the internet became more accepted, it was providing useful but
static information to its users. In the second stage, communities/social groups started to build, and it
became a friendly place for people to exchange ideas, mingle and coordinate and cooperate. Somewhere
during this phase dark side started to appear. Exam buyouts, solutions, and for-hire exam takers started to
appear. Instead of learning, some students started to look for “third-party” solutions. In this stage,
challenges started to overtake benefits. Instead of using logic, students started to search the internet for
answers. Many times, students submitted similar solutions without knowing each other. This happened
because students hired the same third party to solve their problems. In the next internet stage, Al-based
applications will make it even harder for students to use their own creativity, logic, and brain power.
Students can get essays and solutions based on “on-demand” services. The only thing they need is the app
and some app working knowledge. We have drawn the three stages with made-up benefit and misuse
numbers to stress our point, as Figure 1 shows.
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Figure 1. The Three Stages of Benefit and Misuse Numbers

This creates a dangerous environment where students, instead of learning, get their answers from apps,
robots, and/or machines.

The question, of course, is to discuss how to distinguish between Al vs. human-generated outputs. And, can
we use Al-generated technology for students’ learning?
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